Uses of oral health related quality of life measures in Public Health.
The purpose of this paper was to review the current status of oral health related quality of life (OHRQoL) measures from a dental public health perspective. Three questions are posed. (1) What additional work is needed in the development or application of quality of life measures? (2) How can existing quality of life measures be used most effectively now? (3) Can existing data be used for secondary analyses of 'generic questions' concerning the relationships between oral health care and quality of life outcomes? In answering these questions, methodological issues are discussed, existing sources of data are described, and recommendations are suggested for future directions. Current measures can be used for assessment of oral health impacts in adults, and to a lesser extent, for policy development. Other measures need to be developed that are relevant for children and their families, and for disease prevention and health promotion programmes. Continued psychometric analyses are needed to provide short, valid and reliable instruments that can be easily administered in public health settings. Longitudinal studies are needed to determine if the OHRQoL measures are responsive to access to dental care, different types of care including early diagnosis and treatment, and completion of care. The extensive array of existing measures need to be compared, equivalency of scores determined, and recommendations made for the appropriateness of their use in different circumstances and for different purposes.